
SCRUTINY MANAGEMENT BOARD 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Scrutiny Management Board held on Tuesday, 22 
January 2019 at 3.00 pm at Conference Room A, Cumbria House, Carlisle 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr WJ Wearing (Chairman) 
 

Mr J Airey 
Mr SB Collins 
Ms C Driver 
Mrs S Evans 
Mr KR Hamilton 
Mr M Hawkins 
 

Mr J Lister 
Mr B Shirley 
Mrs V Tarbitt 
Mr C Hogg 
Mr M Wilson (Vice-Chair) 
Mr J Bell 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr D Barton - Assistant Director - Education and Skills 
Mrs J Currie - Professional Lead - Democratic Services 
Mr J Rasbash - Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Advisor 
Mr J Macilwraith - Executive Director - People (Deputy Chief Executive) 
 

  
PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 

PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 

 

 
130 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr J Mallinson. 
 
 
131 MEMBERSHIP 
 
It was noted that Mr J Bell had replaced Mr W McEwan, Mr SB Collins had replaced 
Mrs P A Bell, Mr M Hawkins has replaced Mrs E Williamson and Mr C Hogg had 
replaced Mr N Hughes. These were all permanent replacements. 
 
 
132 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of interest made at this meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

133 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from any items on the 

agenda today. 
 
 
134 CALL-IN ITEMS 
 
Mr W Wearing, Chair of Scrutiny Management Board explained that the Monitoring 
Officer had received a valid call in of a Cabinet decision in respect of School 
Admissions 2020-21.   
 
The call in members considered the decision to be flawed for a number of reasons, 
which were set out in the call in letter dated 3 January 2019, which had been 
published with the agenda for the meeting of Scrutiny Management Board. 
 
The grounds for call in were clarified at a meeting between the call in members, the 
Chair and Vice Chair of Scrutiny Management Board, the Cabinet Member for 
Schools and Learning and the Assistant Director – Education and Skills on 10 
January 2019. 
 
Scrutiny Management Board was therefore being asked to consider Cabinet’s 
refusal to redraw the catchment area boundaries, in order to provide a shared 
secondary school boundary area covering the existing Seascale, St Begas and 
Gosforth Primary Schools. 
 
The Chair described the procedure that would be followed at the meeting, which had 
been published with the agenda. 
 
a Cabinet Report - School Admissions 2020-21 
 
Scrutiny Management Board received and noted the Cabinet Report – School 
Admissions 2020-21. 
  
b Cabinet Minutes 20 December 2018 
 
The Cabinet minutes of 20 December 2018 were noted. 
 
c Call -in letter from Mr P Turner 
 
Mr P Turner, Lead call in member, presented the reasons for the call in.  In his 
presentation he made a number of, points, including:- 
 

 The assumption had been made that the parents of children from the 
above Primary Schools, were opting not to identify Whitehaven 
Academy as a preference due to the issues at the School. However, 
this was not the case as Whitehaven Academy offered minimum, if 
almost non-existent, engagement and transition activities with the 
aforementioned Primary Schools. This was therefore not a natural 



 

choice for those parents. This was no change from the call in of 
November last year; 

 It was argued that the true extent of the costs involved with 
transporting children from those primary schools had not been fully 
explored and evidenced. A differentiation between transporting those 
and future cohorts of children, to both Whitehaven Academy and 
Millom School, needed to be considered to enable an informed 
decision to be taken; 

 The cabinet had failed to adequately take in to account the 
submissions made in the consultation period, out of 38 responses 35 
requested dual catchment area be altered; 

 The decision had been made without obtaining accurate figures with 
regard to changes in transportation costs, therefore the decision taken 
was flawed. 

 
Mr K Hitchen then spoke to say that in this instance members had key evidence that 
this was an issue could be resolved without cost to the County Council, but the 
decision was being made on the basis of setting a precedent, instead of being 
based upon the needs of the community/parents and pupils. 
 
Mrs Sanderson, Cabinet Member – Schools and Learning responded to the call in 
member, and made a number of points in response, including:- 

 

 That the role of the County Council was being a strategic responsibility 
to do the best for residents, setting policies for the whole community, 
for the long term, in the context of a fragmented school system;   

 That changing the policy in response to individual circumstances could 
create longer term difficulties, including increasing the financial burden 
on the Council, if changes were made each time requests for 
variations were made; 

 Whitehaven Academy – the situation at the Academy had now 
changed due to national movement and Cumbria Education Trust was 
now responsible for Whitehaven Academy.  It was hoped that with new 
leadership, and management and a new building on the horizon, the 
situation at the Academy would improve quickly.  

 
Mr Barton, Assistant Director – Education and Skills added that the rationale for the 
decision was the potentially serious ramifications for the whole policy of setting a 
precedent for making ad hoc variations.  
 
Members of the Board were given the opportunity to ask questions of the call in 
members, Cabinet member and officers. 
 
Responding to questions, Mr Turner clarified that the request was for Cabinet to be 
asked to re-consider the Millom School catchment area, so that it covered the 
communities of Gosforth, Seascale and St Begas Primary Schools. 
 



 

 
Responding to the same questions about existing dual catchment areas, the 
Assistant Director – educations and Skills said that there were some historical 
examples in the current policy, but it was not clear when they were made or for what 
reasons.  Their existence does not lead to a conclusion that others should be 
created. 
 
With reference to transport the Cabinet Member – Schools and Learning accepted 
that currently there were no buses to Whitehaven Academy from Gosforth, Seascale 
and Millom, but this was likely to change once the number of pupils rose and the 
school started to improve. 
 
The issue of dual catchment was one of setting a precedent.   There were currently 
lots of parents throughout Cumbria that had chosen to send their children to schools 
outside catchment and it was their responsibility to ensure the children arrived and 
returned home from school.  If dual catchment was implemented in this location, and 
the costs of transport out of catchment were borne by the County Council, this 
would open up the floodgates to challenge from other parents, by setting a 
precedent the County Council would find hard to defend. 
 
In her summing up, Mrs Sanderson emphasised the Council’s responsibility to act 
strategically, adding that the policy was reviewed annually which provided a 
mechanism to consider changes.   She added that she empathised with the rurality 
issue raised by the call in member and the importance of parents deciding what was 
right for their child.  However, admissions needed to be co-ordinated, which she 
stated was challenging in the context of academies determining their own 
arrangements.  
 
The Assistant Director – Education and Skills said that he did not feel the 
assumption that the parents of children from the above Primary Schools, were 
opting not to identify Whitehaven Academy as a preference due to the issues at the 
School was correct. He stated that this assumption had not been made, and that the 
Local Authority was aware that parents in the three schools would not naturally  
wish to send their children to Whitehaven Academy. The Local Authority’s 
contention was always that the issues at Whitehaven Academy, caused many 
parents from Whitehaven or nearby, who would otherwise have sent their children to 
Whitehaven Academy, to opt instead to send to West Lakes Academy, leaving 
fewer spaces for the children of Gosforth. Improving standards at Whitehaven 
Academy, would therefore reduce the pressure on West Lakes Academy, and leave 
more places for the children in the  three villages. 
 
In his summing up, Mr Turner emphasised the validity of different approaches for 
different areas within Cumbria and that a dual catchment area was appropriate in 
mid-Copeland. He was disappointed that Cabinet had appeared to totally disregard 
the 35 responses from parents in the appendix to the Cabinet Report.  He wondered 
what the point was in consultation when the responses were ignored during the 
decision making process.  
 
 



 

This was then opened up for discussion.  Upon conclusion of the debate a member 
of the Board moved, that in view of the fact that Cumbria County Council was a 
progressive local government, which was moving into, and embracing the concept 
of early planning, it was recommended that Cabinet be asked to re-consider the 
Millom School catchment area, so that it covered the communities of Gosforth, 
Seascale and St Begas Primary Schools. 
 
On being put to the vote, 5 members voting For and 7 members voting Against it 
was, RESOLVED not to refer the decision taken by Cabinet on 20 December 2018 
in relation to School Admission Arrangements 2020-21 back. 
 
d Supplementary information re catchment areas 
 
The supplementary information re catchment areas was noted. 
 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 4.20 pm 
 


